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The importance of art and creativity
At the heart of humanity there is the challenge of ensuring that everyone has the opportunity to share in and contribute to the world's art and culture. Individuals and families who live even the most difficult lives challenge us to recognize the right to express oneself and cultivate one's mind through creative and cultural expression.
The sharing of art and culture makes it possible for people of different backgrounds to get to know and understand one another, promoting unity and peace. It allows people to grow personally and encourages them to develop skills and seek training. 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states in Article 27(1): Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.
Creativity and culture contribute to the recognition of the dignity of each person and of each person's usefulness to society regardless of their social status or position. 
A seminar on Art and Creativity – Why in Appalachia?
· Appalachia has a rich cultural heritage expressed creatively through music, quilting, storytelling, instrument making, wood-carving and more.
· The history of Appalachia is a proud one characterized by tough mountain folk who were deeply connected to the land and who had to struggle to survive. This struggle was reflected in the necessity for strong family and community. In many ways Appalachia’s rich cultural heritage was born out of this struggle and sense of community.
· Today, this sense of community and connection to the land is still strong and creative expression continues to bring people from different backgrounds together.
· The Fourth World Movement’s Learning Co-op embodies this goal of bringing people from different backgrounds together through its creative and learning workshops.
Where would the seminar take place?

At the Fourth World Movement Learning Co-op, 1297 Reedy Ridge, Clintwood, Va, 24228.
When would the seminar happen?

The proposed dates for the seminar are April 19-25 2009

Who would participate in such a seminar?
Participants will generally have been involved in projects promoting creativity and/or be creative themselves. Fourth World Movement members from the local community will be invited as well as other Fourth World Movement members from elsewhere in North America and around the world. Other individuals and organizations from the local community who are not members of the Fourth World Movement but who have a particular expertise in relation to the theme will also be invited. About 40 participants can be accommodated.
Practical Information about the seminar
The daily program will include four basic segments:
· Presentations

Since there will be a diverse attendance at the seminar including participants from other parts of the US and from other countries, there will be time for individuals and groups to introduce who they are and what they do. This will help introduce people to one another and to nourish the discussion times during the week.
· Working Groups

There will be work in smaller groups to tackle sub-themes. Sub-themes will be determined in consultation with those participating in the seminar. 
· Creative Workshops

According to the participants, informal workshops will take place throughout the week and may include:
· Painting

· Quilting/sewing

· Music

· Crafts

· Weaving
· Computers

· Creative Writing

· Discovering the area

For many participants this will be their first time visiting this part of the country. We will set aside times for participants to visit the area whether this be sites of natural beauty, cultural events or visiting community-based organizations.
Opening and closing

The opening and close of the seminar will be open to the general public.  The opening will be help on Sunday 19 and the close on Saturday 25. These events will give local people who are not participants of the seminar a chance to find out what the seminar is about and to meet those who will be participating. 
A Seminar organized by the Fourth World Movement





Art and creativity bring people together despite their differences. They give meaning to life and make you want to continue the struggle.





When you are poor, people think that all you need is food and shelter.�They are important, but art and creativity are essential.








[image: image1]